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WEATHER Temperatures averaged slightly above normal, with warm weather early in the

week and seasonable temperatures thereafter. Heavy snow or sleet fell over

most of the eastern portion, moderate snow over the central portion, and light to
very light over the west. There was little drifting.

CROPS The planted acreage of the 1953 winter wheat crop is placed at 4,424,000 acres

or 3% less than the acreage planted for the 1952 crop. Many fields were too

dry at seeding time and were not seeded. Seedings in many cases resulted in uneven

stands and made slow progress after planting.

Based on December 1 conditions, the 1953 prospective production is forecast at

53,088,000 bu., nearly 36% less thai the 1982 production, and about 23% below the

i0 year (1941-50) average. Fields will benefit #rom recent snows where winds did not
"caUse drifting.

Hay and forage supplies are considered generally adequate at present, however,
out-shipments of hay into drought areas continue, with prices of $35 to $40 being

reported. There is apprehension in some counties that supplies will run short if

winter weather is more prolonged or more severe than Gsual.

Shipments of potatoes totaled 2,199 cars through Friday, the lath, as compared

with 1/987 cars to the same date in 1951. The 1952 production is nearly 3C_ larger

than last year. Truck shipments of potatoes are relatively smaller than last year.

LIVESTOCK The fall pig crop of 1,042,0OO pigs saved is down 22% from last year.

Sows farrowed totaled 161,000, a reduction of 24%, but litters averaged

larger than last year. Farmers' intentions for spring farrowings total 400,000 and

show a drop of I0% from the 1952 spring crop. This represents the smallest spring
pig crop since 1941.

Inshipments of stocker and feeder cattle to country points in Nebraska totaled

422,251 head for the July-November period. This total is 2% larg_% than the 413,497

head for the same period in 1951. Nearly I/3 the total this period were brought in

during November. The January 1 Dattle en Feed Report will be released January 13.

Inshipments of sheep and lambs for the July-November period totaled 719,005 head

or 14% less than the 838,936 head for the same period last year. The January I Sheep

on Feed Report for Nebraska will be released January l_, 1953.

A shortage of range and pasture supplies are reported for some counties, however
livestock continue in good condition.

WEATHI_ BUREAU TELEGRAPHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATION FOR _EFI{ ENDING DECENBER 22, 1952

Eastern Division Central Division Western Division

Grand Island 1.04 Burwell -- Chadron .10

Lmncoln 1.00 Lexington .41 Imperial .09

Norfolk .63 North Platte -- Seottsbluff T

Omaha .40 Valentine .47 Sidney .10
Sioux City .35
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HIGHEST AND LOWEST TEMPERATURES (for 24 hours ending in a.m.)

December

IGth

Max Min

17th 18th _th _Oth 31et _a_

Max Min Max Min Max Mi_, M_x Min Max Min Max,Min

_V Chadron 51 _-4 47 18 28 25 3_ _1 30 _7 " @3 _9 38 21

Scottsbluff 53 _1 54 26 29 20 29 ]7 2_ _9 38 2_ 3_ 2_

Sidney 42 22 45 25 30 13 23 17 25 10 39 24 31 20
N-C Burwell 59 15 ............ 30 18 ....

Valentine 52 21 46 23 32 18 31 19 25 8 32 25 20 24

NE Ncrfolk 5_ 17 54 22 '36 19 27 21 22 _S 27 • 26 26

Sioux City 49 _5 48 _8 38 17 30 19 23 19 27 1 20 25

Cen.Grand Island 52 _0 63 22 39 17 32 20 25 17 28 20 26 22

Lexington 58 17 62 20 37 12 30 19 25 7 32 19 24 21
E-C Lincoln 46 29 55 26 39 20 31 25 29 21 30 18 28 26

Omaha 45 _5 47 23 40 20 30 25 30 21 29 B4 29 28

SW Imperial 53 21 56 24 33 14 24 18 _8 22 3_ 20 Z6 2_

North Platte 57 16 60 22 36 16 _8 20 26 95 30 24 28 _
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